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Non-Pro World Champron Joe Howord Williomson
tokes a message with him on the road

wrtiche ard photos by I 1, Dunkef

wo turms off the Nghway on 4 duwy, oogh »woad
in rural Archer Cosnty, Texas 3 cattle guand boans
4 rudimentasy cross comructed out of old harbed
wite. Turther dorwm the road, “Swischhouse Eanch Ship
pligg Bena” bs welded m the 1o il of the pige fenoe, along
with & cow and her call, and anoher coons. Anceher mile
down 1he road, just up the drivesaay (0 e Williamon
home, bs & sct of hund made metal gaces shat festure cutout
ponieaits of the ranch’s bavory and show cach member
of the lamily working on the ranch. The wp of rach gate
bears 1he ranch’s hrand. Andl yr1 another Coods
Theoe's & centaal theme on this place<-a cemtial the e
found an the Bide of loe Howan! Willlasson, whethes he's

weaning calves on (he sanch, cutting 4 cow in the fomih
poaed of the Non Feo Woeld Finals, of counseling 2 tern
et 10 reaist the lure of dregs 2ad alcohaol

A lhrmed preacher amd tamcher, Williamaon and b
famdy, wile, Tracy, and daughices, Derrver, 19, Jondan,
15, and Rebebah, 11 ane ped hod In the cutting pen. Jox
Howan! assd Deaver both garnered Workd Clumpsondip
thes i Workd Fanals in the Noa 10 and Sermior Yeanh,
respectively. fonlan clasmad the Tesas High Schoal Rodeo
Champbomahip in Cards Cutting e sumimer and is headed
2o Navsonals. And “Reka”™ won the second go soumd of the
Pamot Yourh m the Workd Finals

Williamson's minitry, Horsemen For Chnst, has grows
bry Seaps amad bosads since it inception
11 years ago. The canthe markey is stsomg
His ranch’s ook tanks aee folll of wases
andd the pusturgs have plenty of gras
Pt the pictsse hase't abways looked o
et for thas NCTIA 11all of Farwy

Ranch-caised whh 1wo  Becthens
pear the sherpy tomen of Jowa Park. jus
outside of Wichita Falls, Tesas, Wi
amaon grew sp amouid horses. 1is
family wan mn ihe hanking and rexch
Ing Dusieess, and horses wese abways &
part of his life. “We always had show
boeses and rosdeoad,” he sald. As v
cutting horses, Williamson sakl e had
moinimal expomaire an o child A fefhos
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mamed lim Peanon worked for Dad, and be t1amed 2
couphe of paint custting hoeses for us. And | had the oppes-
tunity 10 stay at Sass Wilson's for a few days and ride 2
comting hone there whes | weas bn the sioh grade

Pt it weawe't wetil 1945 that Willlasson purchased his
own cuttiag horwe from Eacnest Wibono. 1 was looking for
swomething w0 do There are several Cumters near Wichin
Falis, Nke Tim Lee, the Crumplens. and the Caines 1 had
always admired them and admised their horses. M It
seemed 10 Tit bn with raschieg.” he said. "1 really oedit
Earnest for petting me staried in cutting.”

It was avosened thin time in Williassson's life that he made
a change. Mach of b life 40 thin poiest was spem addicted
10 drwgs and akobol. He lont Bia feest wile in & car weeck
anud had gone through a dwoece with hin second wife. He
wis ot rock botom . Willkamaon wastad 4 fresh stast

Fie had recently marmed 3 womnan he met while petting »
I cun ity Reno. They had a babw ginl. Secing his new daugh-
et e 04 vathon 50 gt s Hife sazaight. A stimt in dirug nchab
still heft himn with an empty feeling inssde, a focling thas was
fullillad when he accepead desus Chirine imo his T,

With 4 new purpose and will Willlamson cominued

8o cut and learsed mose about the spoat. fom Loc, Brasdy
Bowen and Estoncst Wilson were all carly flocnors wo
him in the cutting pen. "1 never met anyooe who dada’y
want 30 help me,” be sabd. "The Lond put me with them *

In 1994, Willamson ol the Loed called him 10 stan a
ministry 80 1he hoese induty, peimarily the cuting horse
world, and Hoewmen For Christ was bors. Every Semulay
morning. Willamisom held chapels at cottings where he
was participating.

The sest fow years, Willamson's ministry grew and
his skills ot cunting continued 1o improve, aloog winh the
quality of hix hoewes. The mid-1990s found him compet:
ing handily in the Noa P'ro, sith trips 10 the NCHA Wodkd
Finals b 1997, 1998 andd 1999,

Pl Linthe Loma {Semars Uitk Lova x Faggs Can by Dox
Quinote) was Willamon's chosoe moont in 1993 Alver 4
woph year of handing. Williamaon enterned the Workd Fesals
just abead of Wade Rust for the Non Pro Wordd Clumpion-
shig "1 host & cow that first nighe, and thiat fust aboss v i
even. | had 0o do good the last night 1o win n”

Willlamson persevesed and chaimed the 1997 Non Pro
Workd Champiomship titke.
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"I learned a Bot that year, . things 1o o and sot 1 Jdo,
how 10 get along with people betier. | iried not 1o et ingo
ihe head games and such, b | peobabdy Sell into 2 kot of
thess (oo Uase 10 time that | wishod | hadn't of But Cod
abwirys puliod me through and kepe me straight. It was a
Brcat cxperence”

Wil o said Bis most recem Wodld Champeonship
was a ot different. "1 dada’t think a ot aboot winmieg the
Workd at the beginning of the year My boese, Squeaka My
Alias, {Sqoeak Foy x Haldalias by Haldas Lutle Pep) was
petting solid sad working good * e sabd

Shortly afser the Super Stakes. Willamson and his
ilriver, | R, Coody, haulod several nighes 50 225 30 shows
i Mlorsda and Bateaville, Missisippi. and ended the week
i Weatherfond, Yexas, The long haud carned Willlasaon
$7.000 i oo wiwk. “That's when | decided 10 delininely
make & rem for it

“Several peopde ackod me what | chougha | was doing |
don't think they had 1he confidonce i Squeaka My Aliss
that 1 did. Anry 1ime you'ie wp against Mazy o [Miloer]
and her soan hoese. you've up agatmt one of the beat.”

Willlamson made several trips 10 Florids i 2004 “The
poopie i Plorida, Billy Kidd. Yed Sokol and others, they
wese bigtime helplul 10 me *

Williassson knew from the beginning o woudd be an
wph il hattle. “Teying 10 stary rue 80 the minissry God gave
o, YR 50 LAY AL Do SO, Lrying 6o have some dea
whut was going on heve at the ranch . It was Jifficult o
o Wighout LR Rainbol (Operations Officer of Hone
men Tor Cheist ). Scebustian Floces and Nebson Clark (who
work on the zanch), Teacy and sy Camily, it never woukd
have worked. There weas just 400 much gobeg o0 11 cakes a
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8ot of peopde 10 help you win the Workd *

Few gave Willamson 2 true shot o the tinle. Cotag (010
the Wanhd Fioals, most thooght o best he had an outside
chance, 1 doa't helivwe anybody expected this. Mary Jo
Sida't have her roan hone (Red Whise And Boon ) in Ama.
rillon, bt Masy 3o s sough no matser what she's raling. |
Suda't think about what hone s had ™ by saad

“I Skt g0 %0 the Tinads 10 beat Mazy lo. | came 1o 1y
w0 win the Finals Because 1 had never dome i 11 won the
Noads, | might have 2 chasce 10 win the World, and that's
how 1t workod out.”

Willkarmon sald there s many people who have con-
tribatod 10 his seccoss. “T'm so thankfad 10 mvy witle, Tracy
She does so moch, espocsally playing & doubde role at the
hosse 30 moch of the time. And the girds have a big hand in
warming my boese up. Broac lones, Nebson Clark, Cotron
Ellot, and Sebastian Floses Sor hoeping things running
here s home;, sy seighbons Dowg and B Dunkel oy
veterimarian Dy, Larry Fellhaser, sy Larrier Ray Tayioe
my deivers | R Coody and Colbry Hunt. Thanks 30 all the
Hooda poople, e Craham and his wife, Billy Kidd Ted
Solocd ol several othens 1here

My main belp durieg the camtings wear Cuely Tully
Greg Wekh Brooe Willowghly, Kobie Wood. Clubdy
Turnes, Rrady Boen, and Bobert Rant. Thanks for Roberts
help and encostagoment; he pichnd onst & ket of good cantke
for me | also appreciate all the poople in Alontan ”

Refhocting om his year, Williamson noted the puning of
two good friiends, Duane Noewson, with whosn he mdeood
and who worked for his dad. and Greg Welch, “Greyg v
s D o troosendows encosagomendt b cuttiog and my minks
1y, 1w soogh on me and everybody 10 bose him
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Williameon said Edley Hissom, Chiria
Pomedicr, Dk Caines, Buster Welkch, andd
s preacher Roger Doermwaer ae all
great imfloences on his Nilke. “They aw all
men of wisdom and have 2 wsagque por
spective om Nife. Since my dad is s longer
moond, (hoy all Simsd of 1ake s place, 1o a
mamact of yywaking

For this World Champion. (be rewandy
of camting dont neossarily come (e thy
form of curing tibes. "My sevamds are o0
ihe mamistry side of it | wouldn't be doang
P 1 For the mimistry,” e sald

"Ealbey Moo ooce aled me i Lout o
preach ot pevach 10 oo | ihink God has
green e a plackoum of wo Workd Cham
prhombion b0 predch anud withess from, and
Foe thad 10 wse 3 that way. Horses have
Ieen what Codd Tras s b open sy the
minislry for ua” he expluned. "Doa't
misunderstand see. You doo’s haee 10 be
2 wanner s0 be a Cheisthan, aod soc every
Chrmtdan b going o win. But a good fnend
e tuldd s that s one Bhes 10 listen so
# Joner. Codl poowided me with those twa
horses | won the Workd on. ey openiog
dooxes foxr v ”

foday, Hoowmen Toe Chatnr not only
ministers to the cunting hone world, boe
Ak Bas o growing prson meniary and
Selivens vouth drug alcobol and wx od
o0 geograms. This year the minisiry
G Tooed fas Thst evor maarTiage seminan. sl
plans 2 on wrack for 2 fmancul semmar
XA year

The people of 1he NCHIA have 2 speciad
phace In the Willlamsons beart. “We losve
them,” Joe Howand sabd. "The NOTEA i (ull
o good. caring folks thae are concersed
aboat theitr felliow cutien. Tyve novet seon A
group as & whole s good a these ane. They
fook beyond 1hest omn cinumstasces. They
are giving W our ity They an just 4
prea group of people

Whes o' all sakd and done, Willkamson
wroen Cluomt e ghory for it all, “Caonl has given
wn everythiog, and | peay we don't ssivne 1 °
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